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» 3 s -/ “Art is not escape. It is resistance; a way of finding light
i | inside despair.”

Xuan builds images from ink logic: pressure, breath,
pause, velocity until contradiction steadies into balance.
His work carries the discipline of ink and the openness of
a Canadian horizon, without turning either into a theme.

Formed against the Cultural Revolution, he apprenticed
secretly under sculptor Zhang Chongren, making prints as
a countryside exiled youth. Xuan studied at the Central
Academy of Arts and Crafts before his 1986 Shanghai Art
Museum exhibition brought him to Canada, where he
has lived ever since.

His framework Post-Image positions painting where eastern thought and abstract expressionism
converge. Major series include Shu Xiang, Triangle, Drift, and Zipper. The latter embedding the
artist's own hair into layered paint: canvas as geological record, body as archive.

Exhibited at Today Art Museum (Beijing), Shanghai Art Museum, and Detroit Art Museum.
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